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Theme: Compare Two Stories
Read both stories. Find the theme of each, then compare them.
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Example: Two stories can share a theme even when the characters, settings, and events are
different.

A Story 1

The Birdhouse
Marco built a birdhouse for the science fair. The roof leaked, so he rebuilt it. The door was too small, so
he rebuilt it again. On the third try, a pair of wrens moved in. Marco smiled. Each mistake had taught
him something.

B Story 2

The First Loaf
Priya’s first loaf of bread came out flat as a cracker. Her grandmother laughed kindly and said, "Mine
did too, the first time." Priya read the recipe again and found she had forgotten the yeast. Her next loaf
rose tall and golden.

C Think About Theme

1. What is the theme of "The Birdhouse"? 2. What is the theme of "The First Loaf"?

3. How are the two themes ALIKE? 4. How are the two stories DIFFERENT?

Safari Challenge
Write a 2-3 sentence story of your own with the SAME theme as these two stories.



4TH GRADE · ELA ANSWER KEY

Answer Key: Theme: Compare Two Stories
Read both stories. Find the theme of each, then compare them.
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Example: Two stories can share a theme even when the characters, settings, and events are
different.

A Story 1

The Birdhouse
Marco built a birdhouse for the science fair. The roof leaked, so he rebuilt it. The door was too small, so
he rebuilt it again. On the third try, a pair of wrens moved in. Marco smiled. Each mistake had taught
him something.

B Story 2

The First Loaf
Priya’s first loaf of bread came out flat as a cracker. Her grandmother laughed kindly and said, "Mine
did too, the first time." Priya read the recipe again and found she had forgotten the yeast. Her next loaf
rose tall and golden.

C Think About Theme

1. What is the theme of "The Birdhouse"?

Mistakes help you learn and improve.

2. What is the theme of "The First Loaf"?

Don’t give up after a mistake; learn from

it and try again.

3. How are the two themes ALIKE?

Both show that mistakes are part of

learning and trying again leads to success.

4. How are the two stories DIFFERENT?

Marco builds a birdhouse; Priya bakes

bread and gets help from Grandma.

Safari Challenge
Write a 2-3 sentence story of your own with the SAME theme as these two stories.

Answers vary. The story should show a character learning from a mistake and trying again.


